Tarble Arts Center Newsletter February 1998 by Tarble Arts Center
Eastern Illinois University
The Keep
Tarble Arts Center Newsletter Tarble Arts Center
2-1-1998
Tarble Arts Center Newsletter February 1998
Tarble Arts Center
Follow this and additional works at: http://thekeep.eiu.edu/tarble_newsletter
This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Tarble Arts Center at The Keep. It has been accepted for inclusion in Tarble Arts Center
Newsletter by an authorized administrator of The Keep. For more information, please contact tabruns@eiu.edu.
Recommended Citation
Tarble Arts Center, "Tarble Arts Center Newsletter February 1998" (1998). Tarble Arts Center Newsletter. 82.
http://thekeep.eiu.edu/tarble_newsletter/82
~~41~ 
THE MUSIC BOX PROJF.C.T 
• through March 1, Main Galleries 
BILL CLOSE: SONIC SCULPTURE 
T~ 
lA~ 
• through March 1, R.R. Donnelley & Ogden Brainard Galleries 
THE HAGER GIFT OF AFRICAN AMERICAN FOLK ART 
• through March 1, Heath Candy and Blaw-Knox Galleries 
CLASS AND WORKSHOP REGISTRATION DEADLINES 
• February 13 & 20 
ART AND SOUND JUNIOR/SENIOR HIGH ENRICHMENT 
• February 3-26 
LINCOLN HOLIDAY: TARBLE ARTS CENTER CLOSED 
• February 13 
CHAMBER MUSIC CONCERT: BAROQUE ARTISTS OF 
CHAMPAIGN-URBANA 
• Sunday, February 22, 7pm 
FEBRUARY CULTIVATING CREATIVITY EXHIBIT SITES 
• January 12- February 5 • Stewardson 
Stewardson National Bank, 110 East Main 
• February 5 - February 26 • Effingham 
Helen Matthes Library, 100 East Market Avenue 
• February 26- March 18 • Martinsville 
AmBank, 55 West Cumberland 
Sponsored by Illinois Consolidated Telephone Co. 
Selections from the Hager Gift of African American Folk Art 
• through March 1, Heath Candy and Blaw-Knox Galleries 
This exhibition is drawn from the Hager Collection of the Rockford Art 
Museum. Most of the major contemporary African American folk 
artists living in the southern United States are represented in the collec-
tion and the exhibition. The art is expressive, highly personal, and has 
a strong sense of narrative. Nearly all is made from found objects--
house paint, cardboard, scraps of metal, twigs, even mud. And like 
other folk arts, these works are immediately evocative, visceral, and 
expressive. Included are paintings, sculpture, and mixed media works. 
Subjects range from self-portraits to Pop culture to African art. 
This art is also referred to as "self-taught," "intuitive," "outsider" or 
"visionary" art. Regardless of how it IS titled, recognition of this genre 
of art has mushroomed over the past 15 or so years. It has servecf as the 
inspiration of many contemporary artists, most notably Chicago artists 
sucn as Jim Nutt, the late Roger Brown, and others. Work by artists rep-
resented in this exhibition has been the subject of articles that have 
appeared in such mainstream publications as AKTnews, Art & Antiques, 
Art in America, and even Newsweek. This exhibition is presented in con-
junction with African American Heritage Month. 
The Music Box Project 
• through March 1, Main Galleries 
The Music Box Project showcases the innovative and often magical 
results when seventeen contemporary artists offer a new twist to the 
centuries-old mechanism of the musiC box. The artists collaborated 
with the Swiss music box manufacturer Reuge Music to explore the cre-
ative junctures of sound and object that have enlivened art throughout 
the twentieth century. Among the artists who participated in The Music 
Box Project are noted performance artist Laurie Anderson, the late avant 
garde composer John Cage, Rock and avant garde composer/performer 
John Cale, video art pioneer Nam June Paik, and Vito Acconci and 
Christian Marclay who are noted for incorporating sound into their art 
work. The other artists who participated in the Project were Kiki Smith 
(with composer Margaret De Wys), jonathan Borofsky, John Armleder, 
Gretchen Bender, Jennifer Bolande, Fortuyn/O'Brien, Coop 
Himmelblau, Joseph Kosuth (in collaboration with Cale), Raimund 
Kummer (with composer Jan Miiller-Weiland), Annette Lemieux, 
Aminah Robinson, and Haim Steinbach. The Music Box Project was 
curated by Claudia Gould for on the table inc. with technical and collabo-
rative support from Reuge Music, St. Croix, Switzerland. 
The music selected by the artists ranges from works by Classical com-
posers such as Vivaldi and Beethoven to Pop tunes by the Rolling ... 
Stones and Irving Berlin, as well as compositions specially created or . 
arranged for the project. In addition to mvolving sound, a number of 
t~e artists have incorp<;>rated other elements of mo.vement in the ~ctiva­
tlon of the works. Whtle at the Tarble the mechamsms of works on · 
exhibition are activated on the hour and for pre-arranged group tours. 
Bill Close: Sonic Sculpture ·. •· 
• through March 1, R.R. Donnelley and Ogden Brainard Galleries .·· . 
This interactive art was created by Chicago artist Bill Close. Close has 
been exploring the relationship between form and sound through his 
viewer-mteractive sculptural instruments. States Close, " ... through 
interaction ... the viewers discover and manipulate the sonic and kmetic 
qualities of the work, allowing them to become composer, player, per-
former, and audience." His work ranges in scale from pieces about the 
size of traditional stringed instruments, such as a guitar or cello, to 
large pieces twenty feet long or more. Resembling phantasmagoric 
harps or hammered dulcimers from another time or planet, the sculp-
ture can be "played" by plucking, striking, or, using rosin-coated 
gloves, strokmg the strings. The sculptures are tuned in pentatonic 
scales so whatever is played has a harmonious quality. 
Says Close, "The focus of my work lies in the artistic and scientific 
exploration of sound/music through the sculptural form. The installa-
tions often use an element of the architecture as part of its structure, 
thus turning the gallery into a large scale instrument and resonating 
chamber. Through my research of the resonant qualities of strings, 1 
have found new methods and materials that produce unique and inter-
esting timbers of tone and have created sonic experiences that can only 
be found within my work." Close's work has been exhibited at the 
Museum of Contemporary Art, N.A.M.E. Gallery and Randolph Street 
Gallery (all in Chicago), IIlinois State Museum (Springfield), and the 
South 'Bend Regional Museum of Art. The artist holds a BFA from the 
School of the Art Institute of Chicago and has served as an arts-in-edu-
cation artist through the Illinois Arts Council. Most recently he exhibit-
ed and performed his sonic sculpture in Brazil. 
ART & SOUND JUNIOR/SENIOR HIGH ENRICHMENT PROGRAM 
• February 3-26 
Over 250 area students in grades 6-12 are scheduled to participate in the 
1998 Junior/Senior High Enrichment Program, offered in conjunction 
with the Bill Close: Sonic Sculpture exhibition. After a guided tour of 
the exhibition, participants will create their own string based sculptural 
instruments. Under the supervision of Tarble's Curator of Education 
Kit Morice and Art Education professor Dr. Gene Harrison, EIU Art 
Education students enrolled in Art Education for Secondary Schools 
present both the tour and studio portions of the program. This program 
provides the Art Ed students with valuable hands-on teaching experi-
ence while introducing area junior and senior high Art students to chal-
lenging art forms and concepts. Nine area public schools are participat-
ing in this program. 
REGISTRATION IS STILL BEING ACCEPTED FOR ART CLASSES 
• registration deadlines February 13 & 20, April3 
Registration is still being accepted for a variety of art classes and work-
shops for children and adults: 
Color, Color Everywhere! (ages 4-5); Instructor: Terry Hyder 
• Saturdays, 10-11am, Feoruary 21-Aprilll (no class March 7 & 21) 
• Registration deadline: February 20 
Art: A Cultural Experience (ages 6-9); Instructor: Kit Morice 
• Thursdays, 4-5:30pm, February 19-April 9 (no class Mar. 19 & Apr. 2) 
• Registration deadline: February 13 
Young People's Ceramics (ages 10-14); Instructor: Jeremy Malinowski 
• Mondays, 4-5:30pm, February 16-April 13 (no class March 16) 
• Registration deadline: February 13 
Clay Animals (ages 10 through adult); Instructor: Dorothy Bennett 
• Tuesdays, 4-6pm, February 17-March 3 
• Registration deadline: February 13 
Block Printing on Handmade Paper (ages 10 through adult); Instructor: 
Dorothy B(!rmett 
• Tuesdays, 4-6pm, April 7 & 14 
• Registration deadline: April 3 
Basic Drawing (ages 12 through adult); Instructor: Noel Cummins 
• Wednesdays, 7-9pm, February 18-April 15 (no class March 18) 
• Registration deadline: February 13 
Watercolor Sundays (ages 15 through adult); Instructor: Jamie Willis 
Sundays, 1-3pm, February 22-April5 (no class March 15) 
• Reg1stration deadline: February 20 
Wearaole Art Vest (ages 15 & up); Instructor: Kathryn Stewart 
• Thursdays, 7-9pm, February 19-April 2 (no class March 19) 
• Registration deadline: February 13 
Most course fees cover both instruction and supplies; Tarble members 
receive a 20% discount. Contact the Tarble for more information. 
TARBLE CLOSED IN OBSERVANCE OF LINCOLN'S BIRTHDAY 
• February 13 
CHAMBER MUSIC CONCERT: BAROQUE ARTISTS OF 
CHAMPAIGN/URBANA (BACH) 
• Sunday, February 22, 7pm; PLEASE NOTE THE TIME CHANGE 
BACH returns to the Tarble with another vibrant and stylistic per.for~ • 
mance of the instrumental and vocal repertory of the Baroque period. 
This year the ensembles will be comprised of a string quintet, wind 
players, harpsichord and vocalists. BACH is made up of musicians 
who believe that to increase an audience's understanding anq apprecia-
tion for Baroque music it needs to be performed live by musicians who 
love and understand it, and performed in more intimate spaces that 
recapture the ambiance of its origins, such as churches and museums. 
Admission is $4.50, $2.50 for full-time students and senior citizens. 
Admission is free to students age 12 and under when accompanied by 
an adult. Although this is not a "children's program," serious music 
students are encouraged to attend. Tickets are available at the door the 
day of the concert or m advance from the Eastern lllinois University 
Music Department, co-sponsor of the series. Call Eastern's Music 
Department office at 217/581-3010 for ticket information. The 1997-98 
Tarble Arts Center Chamber Music Series will conclude with a perfor-
mance by the American Chamber Trio at 3pm on Sunday, April19. 
~~~ 
As many of you know, the Tarble Arts Center offers special Enrichment 
Programs to area schools three times a year. Two of these programs, the 
Fall Fifth Grade and the Junior /Senior High Enrichment, serve as a pre-
student teaching practicum for Art Education students. This unique 
program between the Tarble and EIU's Art Department has grown in 
scope and scale, with plans for further interdepartmental cooperation as 
the Art Department adds new courses to the Art Teacher Certification 
option. 
In April, I will be a co-presenter with Art Education professors Dr. Gene 
Harrison and Dr. Patricia Belleville at the National Art Education 
Association annual conference in Chicago. Our presentation, entitled 
The Art Museum and University Art Education Program: Partnerships for 
Pre-student Teaching Experiences, will focus on the above-mentioned 
Enrichment Programs. Through slides, video, and discussion, we will 
describe how this program is organized and executed, and how it bene-
fits area schools and tne university community alike. 
--Kit Morice 
~~~ 
There are number of individuals I want to acknowledge for helping to 
make the December programs Christmas at Tarble and visiting artist Xu 
Bing's The Net exhibition opening performance a success. For 
Chnstmas at Tarble thanks go to Alice Jayne Swickard and the 
Charleston Wesley United Methodist Children's Choir members (and 
parents) for the selections from their Christmas musical Joy Story, to 
Renee Williams and the Mattoon ESA (Alpha Rho) philanthropic society 
for the donated cookies, to Marsha Blair and the Blair Tree Farm for 
donating the beautiful Christmas trees, to Eastern's Art Department for 
continuing their Christmas Art Sale, and to Motherlode for their perfor-
mance. Thanks also to all of the members of the Tarble Arts Center 
Advisory Board, with special thanks to Cece Robison (Public Relations 
Committee Chair), Barbara Hill (Membership/Fundraising Committee 
Chair), Colleen Peterlich (Education/Outreach Committee Chair), Tina 
Held, Jamie Willis and Tom LeVeck, the Education/Outreach 
Committee members who assisted with the ornament-making work-
shop, and Advisory Board President Jon Laible. And last, thanks to 
everyone who attended. The Tarble staff looks forward to working with 
the Advisory Board to develop more community activities like this. 
Many people cooperated and collaborated on the Xu Bing: The Net exhi-
bition installation and opening performance. Special thanks to Richard 
Cromc for providing the two beautiful sheep for the opening perfor-
mance, Gary Hannebrink for advising on health and safety issues 
regarding the sheep, Dean of Arts & Humanities Jim Johnson for his 
support and advice, student assist Michele Heidel for the long hours 
that made it possible for the exhibition to open on time, and Art 
Department Chair Bill Hubschmitt for too many things to mention. 
In closing I am pleased to report that the Tarble Arts Center was given 
four excellent woodcuts by the late artist Charles Turzak for the 
American Scene/Regionalists sub-collection of the permanent collec-
tion: Abe Lincoln Enters Coles County, Illinois, Prairie President, Lincoln 
Student Days, and Lincoln Birthplace. Abe Lincoln Enters Coles County 
was donated by the Charleston Drama Club in memory of Virginia 
Anderson, and was purchased from the artist's estate. The other three 
prints were donated from the artist's estate by Joan Turzak Van Hees, 
daughter of Charles Turzak, and her mother Florence Turzak. These 
very fitting collection additions will be exhibited later this spring. 
--Michael Watt:; 
~~~ 
1998 All-Student Show • March 7-29 .... •••• 
1998 Art Education Conference: Media & Methods In Art • March7 
All-Student Show Reception & Awards Presentation • March 8, 2-4pm 
Visiting Artist Lecture: Sigmund Abeles • March 9, 7:30pm 
Artist's Lecture: Siona Benjamin-Kruge • March 10, 7pm 
1998 Arts-In-Education Artist-In-Residence: Siona Benjarriin-I:<111ge 
• March 9-April 3 ( at four area schools) ······ < ( ··• 
Poetry Reading: Debra Bruce • March 12, 4pm · ·· ·· 
Performance & Reception: Women's Awareness Month• March 11, 7pm 
Exhibition: Enameling and Mixed Media by Siona Benjamin-Kruge 
• March 13-April19 
Tarble Arts Center Staff: 
Michael Watts, Director Kit Morice, Curator of Education 
David Pooley, Registrar Fran Wittenberg, Secretary 
James K. Johnson, Dean, College of Arts & Humanities 
Tarble Arts Center Advisory Board Officers: 
Jon Laible, President Therese Supple Kincade, Vice President 
John Armstrong, Secretary 
Open Hours: 10am-5pm Tues.-Fri., 10am-4pm Sat., 1-4pm Sun., or by appoint-
ment; closed Mondays and holidays 
Admission: Admission is free to the galleries and all events, except as noted 
Location: South 9th Street a( Cleveland Avenue on the Eastern Illinois 
University campus, Charleston 
For Information: 217/581-2787 (phone); 217/581-2722 (fax); 
http:/ /www.eiu.edu/ -tarble/home.html (website) 
The Tarble Arts Center, a division of the College of Arts & Humanities, is par-
tially supported by Tarble Arts Center membership contributions and by the 
Illinois Arts Council, a state agency. 
Tarble Arts Center 
600 Lincoln Avenue 
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